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PARASHAS KI SAVO s

1 It will be when you enter the Land that HASHEM, your God, gives you as an inheritance, and
Yyou possess it, and dwell in it,2Xhat you shall take of the first of every fruit of the ground that

} you bring in from your Land that HASHEM, your God, gives you, and you shall put it in a basket
and go to the place that HASHEM, your God, will choose, to make His Name rest there.

3 You shall come to whomever will be the Kohen in those days, and you shall say to him, “I
declare today to HASHEM, your God, that I have come to the Land that HASHEM swore to our
forefathers to give us." * The Kohen shall take the basket from your hand, and lay it before the
Altar of HAsHEM, your God.

—’ > Then you shall call out and say before HASHEM, your God, “An Aramean tried to destroy my
forefather. He descended to Egypt and sqjourned there, few in number, and there he became
a nation — great, strong, and numerous. ¢ The Egyptians mistreated us and afflicted us, and
placed hard work upon us.” Then we cried out to HAsHEeM, the God of our forefathers, and
HASHEM heard our voice and saw our affliction, our travail, and our oppression. 8 HASHEM took
us out of Eqypt with a strong hand and with an outstretched arm, with great awesomeness, and
with signs and with wonders, ° He brought us to this place, and He gave us this Land, a Land
flowing with milk and honey.°® And now, behold! | have brought the first fruit of the ground that
You have given me, O HASHEM!” And you shall lay it before HASHEM, your God, and you shall
prostrate yourself before HASHEM, your God.

~$ ' You shall be glad with ali the goodness that HASHEM, your God, has given you and your
household — you and the Levite and the proselyte who is in your midst.
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Y5093 "Nx3-13 — That | have come to the Land, This is an
expression of gratitude to God for having given us the Land _
(Rashi).

4. 17211 nRY) — The Kohen shall take. The Kohen places his
hand under that of the owner, and together they lift and wave
it, as is done with many offerings (Succah 47b).

5-10. The declaration. The bringer of the Bilkurim takes his

basket back from the Kohen and recites a brief sketch of

Jewish history, the effect of which is to show that the Land
could never have been given to the Jewish people without
God'’s loving intervention in history. At the conclusion of his
declaration, the bringer puts his basket down before the
Altar, and it becomes a gift to the Kohen. As elucidated by
Sifre, this passage forms a major part of the Passover Hag-
gadah,

~J11. nmp) — You shall be glad. The celebration should

include activities that make people joyous, such as shared
song, for whenever people come together to celebrate a
happy event, it is natural for them to sing (HaKsav V'HaKab-
balah). The verse shows that a Jew must include the Levites
and the needy in a celebration of his good fortune (Ibn Ezra).

Thisassurance that Israel will rejoice is ] uxtaposed with the
following passage, commanding that tithes be distributed
properly, to teach that Jews can be sure of happiness if they
provide for the Levite, the poor, and the helpless (Baal Ha-
Turim).
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[EN
F=EFSHE MITZVAH OF BIKKURIM, WITH WHICH PARASHAS
I KiSavo begins, actually takes us all the way back to the
JL  very beginning of time.

«}\(A Midrash on the first pasuk in the Torah (Bereishis Rabbah
1:4) declares that the entire world was created Bereishis — for
things that are called reishis (first). One of the items on this
list is bikkurim. \ ‘

The Alshich HaKadosh finds this assertion astonishing.

“What’s so great about this mitzvah that the entire world was
created for it?” he wonders.
The Alshich answers that this Midrash is conveying a fun-

damental principle upon which our entire faith is predicated.

yHashem has no need for this world or for us. Furthermore,
anything that we can possible give Him or do for Him comes
from resources that He provides for us. And if we were trying
to pay Him back, what could possibly suffice as recompense
for our very lives and for supplying us with all our needs,
bestowing an abundance of good upon us?
So what can we do for Hashem?
The Alshich answers that Hashem wants only one thing in
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return for all He does for us: hakaras hatov. He wants us to
express gratitude.

* The entire world was created for bikkurim, says the
Alshich, because the entire purpose of the mitzvah of bik-
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kurim is to give thanks to Hashem for our crops.

A Midrash (Mishnas Rabbi Eliezer 7) states: Nothing is
worse to Hashem than ingratitude. The Midrash goes on to
say something shocking. Why was Adam HaRishon banished
from Gan Eden? Because he ate from the Eitz Hada’as (Tree
of Knowledge), correct?

No.

The Mishnas Rabbi Eliezer says that he was banished
because when Hashem asked him why he had eaten from the
Eitz Hada'as, Adam answered: "9 f1an) Ku7 ™Ry nNJ WK WK
9aK1 Yy 1, The woman whom You gave to be with me — she
gave me from the tree, and | ate (Bereishis 3:12). It was Adam
HaRishon'’s lack of gratitude that caused him to be thrown out
of Gan Eden.. )

The Midrash cites many other cases of ingrates who were
punished severely, and then delivers the knockout punch,
explaining that the consequences for ingratitude are so
extreme because an ingrate is akin to a kofer b’ikar, a heretic.
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360 / RAV WOLBE ON CHUMASH

A

Although charity should be given secretly so as not to embarrass

— the recipient; with regard to a gift, the Torah specifically wants the

beneficiary to know who the
giver is. This is because the pur-
pose of a present is to promote
good feelings between people.

3 Rav  Yerucham . Levovitz
explains that hakaras hatov is
not “extra credit.” It is an obli-
gation with accompanying hala-
chos, and a person who does
not take the time to appreciate
and reflect on another’s gener-

osity has in essence “stolen” from him.

Halkaras hatov is applicable not only to humans. We find sections
of the Torah that delineate the appreciation that Hashem shows
to those who honor Him. In Parashas Nasso, the Torah lists the
korban of each and every nasi, even though they were all identical.
Ramban (Bamidbar 7:2) explains that Hashem honored the nesi’im
because they honored Him. Similarly, we find that Hashem said,
“Pinchas turned back My wrath from Bnei Yisrael; therefore I will
give him a covenant of peace” (ibid. 25:11-12).

This trait is relevant to inanimate objects as well. Hashem told
Moshe that Aharon should hit the water and the earth to initiate
the first three plagues, because the water protected Moshe when he
was placed in the Nile River as a baby, and the earth covered the
Egyptian that he smote. ]t made no difference to the water and dirt
who hit them; the difference was felt by Moshe alone.

Someone who recognizes and appreciates when another person
does him a favor realizes that his friend loves him. “Just as water
reflects a face, one's heart reflects another’s heart” (Mishlei 27:19).
_The love is reciprocated, and friendship reigns. Conversely, where
hakaras hatov is absent, love and friendship also cease. Be it a
relationship’ of spouses, co-workers, parent and child, or teacher

( and student, if appreciation is not shown, the love between them
will disintegrate — and possibly devolve into hatred.

”Although charity should
be given secretly so as
not to embarrass the
recipient, with regard to a
gift, the Torah specifically
wants the beneficiary to
know who the giver is.

14

How do we integrate hakaras hatov into our personality? We

read in this parashah with regard to the mitzvah of bikkurim that
one must give his first fruits to the kohen. “And you should come to
the kohen that is in your generation and you should say to him ...”
(26:3). Rashi explains that he must say it explicitly, to show that he
¥ is not kafuy tov — ungrateful. The Torah is telling us that hakaras
hatov must be expressed and not hidden in one’s heart.
(Q; Let us try to express our appreciation to those who help us,
even in small ways. The storekeeper who helps us find just what we
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sy Unfortunately, sometimes people don’t appreciate goodness until
it is lost. Does the seeing man appreciate the gift of sight? Does the
yeshivah bachur appreciate the ability to learn Torah without persecu-
tion? We are so inundated and saturated with blessings that we often
find it difficult to reflect on all the blessings we receive and on how to
express gratitude for them.

The baalei mussar suggest the following exercise: If one wants to
appreciate the gift of sight, let him walk around his own home wear-
ing a blindfold for a half-hour, and see how difficult life would be. If
one wants to appreciate the gift of being able to walk, let him sit in
a wheelchair for an hour and appreciate what a gift it is to be able to
walk. Once we bring the gifts that God has given us into the forefront
of our consciousness, it will be difficult not to feel a profound sense of
hakaras hatov.

The Gemara (Yevamos 63a) tells us that Rav Chiya’s wife would
often cause him great distress (e.g., when he would ask for a certain
dish she was always sure to bring him something other than what he
requested, simply in order to frustrate him); nevertheless, when he
would find something nice in a store, he would buy it and wrap it
beautifully for her. When questioned about his behavior — after, all
his wife hardly seemed to deserve such royal treatment — Rav Chiya
replied that he was indebted to his wife for raising their children and

for saving him from sin. Even when a relationship seems to cause us

B( only anguish, our job is to discover the silver lining, to look for the

positive in terms of what the other person does for us, and to repay
hat positive while ignoring the negative.
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requested, the mgilman, the waiter who serves us our food, even the
janitor — all of them deserve recognition and a kind word (regard-
less of the fact that they are being paid). To the degree that we rec-
Qgnize, and express our appreciation for, other people’s kindness,
we will be able to feel friendship and love toward them.

(Alei Shur, Vol. 11, pp. 278-280)
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- In reality, a sense of hakaras hatov should come naturally to us.
Since humans are intelligent creatures, we should readily understand -
when somebody does good for us. In fact, the Midrash (Pesikta Rabba-
si 12:3) compares one who doesn’t have hakaras hatov to an animal.
The Midrash states, “How does a horse behave? Even when a man is
about to bedeck him with ornaments or give him fodder, he turns his
neck away and kicks the man. So, too, the mule. But you act otherwise.
In you let there be understanding. When you enter the land of Israel,

remember to repay the good with good ....”
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~ We will begin by introducing a teaching brought dOW;l by ]

the Sefas Emes (Elul 5632, 5642, 5644) in the name of his
elder, the esteemed author of the Chiddushei HaRim, zy"a. He
explains why the month designated for teshuvah is named Elul
based on the passuk (ibid. 100, 3): 91wy R BAEYK R1A s Yy
"Iy XYY My unR—Kknow that Hashem, He is G-d; it is He
Who made us and we are His—His nation and the sheep
of His pasture. Tradition teaches us that the word “v’lo” in

this passuk is written as "Nbv, with an “aleph”; yet, it is read as

are unworthy and inadequate to be His people; with a “vav)” it

% "9y, with a “vav” With an “aleph,” the passuk suggests that we

J

"~

- means that we merit being close to Him,

¢ He explains that in reality both the way “v'lo” is written and
the way it is read complement each other and achieve the same

goal. By recognizing our lowly stature and the fact that we have -

sinned and failed to serve Hashem adequately--"wy wnax N9v” (the

way the passuk is written)—we are motivated to draw closer to
Hashem by means of sincere teshuvah and attain the status of--
"y wnan 151 (the way the passuk is read) again. Both processes
gnable us to achieve the goal of being "my”, HKB"H's people,

-~ This is alluded to by the name Y"ibx; it combines the two
spellings of the word “lo"-- x5 and Y. This teaches us that our
goal during the month of Elul is to combine these two processes,
to correctall of our wrongdoings by means of complete teshuvah
and to regain the status of "my, :

Rabbi Akiva Laughed when He Witnessed
a Fox Exiting the Kodesh HaKodashim

YN

We will begin our journey with an illuminating idea
presented in all of our philosophical texts. They emphasize that
the darkness of night always precedes the light of day; churban
precedes rebuilding; the process of nullification precedes
renewal. One of the earliest sources to elaborate on this subject
in his incredible writings is the Maharal of Prague, zy”a.

7 The Baby Chick Only Exists after the Egg Is
Nullified and Decomposes

To explain the matter, the Maharal teaches us a basic
principle. HKB"H created the world such that there is always
void and nullification prior to renewal. Furthermore, the

degree of renewal relates to the degree of absence and divine

~

concealment. In other words, the greater the absence and void,
the greater the renewal will be.

To prove this point, the Maharal cites the Gemara (Temurah
31a). The Gemara discusses the case of a chick that is born from
the egg of a “tereifah”—a bird that developed an injury or defect
that renders it prohibited for consumption. Now, according
to halachab, it is forbidden to eat the egg from a hen that is a
-tereifah,” just like it is forbidden to eat the hen itself. Hence,
it stands to reason that the chick born from that egg would
also be forbidden for consumption. Nevertheless, in actuality,
Aaccording to the Gemara, it is permissible to eat the chick by
means of shechitah,

The Gemara explains the logic behind this halachah, The
chick does not come into existence until the contents of the egg

[ decay completely. Thus, the chick is formed from an egg that is
no longer suitable for consumption and is not encompassed by
the prohibited status of the “tereifah.” The Maharal explains
that the chick cannot come to life until the egg has first been

\ﬂ} nullified. This principle applies to all things; something cannot

be renewed until it has first been nullified. The void and
nothingness give rise to the renewal.

33

was light,”

The Maharal asserts that HKB"H revealed this phenomenon
to us at the beginning of the Torah (Bereishis 1, 1): X132 mwxaa”
BTN N8 YY TWIN ENSY IR AN PIRT L PING AN BRwR R BYpbR
SRR NN T REUR MmN o s Yy nanm 28 M7 In the
beginning, G-d created the heavens and the earth. The earth
was chaos and void, with darkness over the surface of the
abyss, and the spirit of G-d was hovering upon the surface
of the waters. G-d said, “Let there be light,” and there was
light. Here, the beginning of creation, clearly demonstrates this
phenomenon. When HKB”H created the world, the void came
first: “The earth was chaos and void, with darkness over
the surface of the abyss.” Only afterwards, did the new reality
come into existence: “G-d said, ‘Let ‘t_F;ere be light, and there

SESHR . — — e e

 With this understanding, the Maharal interprets Rabbi
Akiva's profound message. Upon seeing the fox emerge from
the chamber of the Kodesh HaKodashim, he smiled. He had no
doubt that the nevuah of Zechariah would come to pass—that

Qld men and women would sit in the streets of Yerushalayim.
However, hee had no idea how great or grand the revival and

renewal of Yerushalayimvwould be. The fox emerging from?

the Kodesh HaKodash{m represented an extreme degree of

“hester panim"—divine concealment. Therefore, he had cause
to rejoice. For, he understood that the degree of churban and
absence of the divine preser;ce reflected on the commensurate
greatness and glory of tl}g renewal of Yerushalayim at the time

of the geulah.

In Netzach Yisrael (Chapter 30), the Maharal applies this
incredible principle to explain the galus in Mitzrayim that

preceded Yisrael's entry into Eretz Yisrael and, for that matter,
all the exiles that have preceded the future geulah. They all
represent the void that precedes the new state of existence, like
the darkness of night that precedes the light of day. Therefore,

~ HKB"H subjected Yisrael to the galus in Mitzrayim—which
"~ constituted a process of nullification—prior to taking them into

Eretz Yisrael.

This explains very nicely the following passuk related to
the galus in Mitzrayim (Shemos 1, 12): naw 19 1 up» qwssy
"y1a° 13:—but as much as they afflict it, so it will increase
and so it will burst forth, Here the Torah teaches us that the
suffering and affliction in Mitzrayim constituted the void that

ave rise to Yisrael's renewal and rebirth. After the exodus,
they received the Torah at Har Sinai and entered Eretz Yisrael.
That demonstrates for us magnificently how all of the galuyos
o constitute the absence and void that is destined to produce the
incredible renewal of the future geulah.

j\5‘7 The Maharal’s Fantastic Concept
in the Teachings of Rabbi Pinchas of Koretz

At this point, it is worthwhile to point out that we find
precious gems in the wonderful teachings of the great Rabbi
Pinchas of Koretz—a disciple of the Ba'al Shem Tov, zy”a—that
are based on this concept of the Maharal. He defines the state of

)

nullification and void as "px”, which always precedes the state

of renewal, referred to as "w»",

He explains that this is why a person cannot renew his
strength and energy without sleep. For, sleep represents the
nullification and void that must precede renewal. Based on this

|y premise, he reveals a tremendous chiddush. The state of sleep
' and slumber is present in all parts of creation; without sleep,
they would not be able to renew and revitalize; they would

wither and degenerate. Here is an excerpt of what he writes in -
Imrei Pinchas (Rosh HaShanah 457):




M-

In all things in the world there is a form of sleep, even in
plant-life. Due to this proceés, its life-force is renewed every
morning. Hence, mankind, which has a greater life-force,
sleeps more . . . Animals, whose life-force is lesser, sleep
less. Even water possesses an aspect of sleep; otherwise, it
would become contaminated and would be undrinkable.

Elsewhere, he compares this concept to seeds of wheat or
other fruit and vegetation that is planted in the ground. Their )

growth only starts after the seed decays into almostnothingness-

N Only then, from this state of near nothingness, the seed
begins to grow and sprout and renew itself. As he writes in
Imrei Pinchas (Tishah B'Av 384): When grain is planted in the
ground, it cannot grow unless it first decays and actually
hecomes nothing. In that void, remains a tremendous
potential that can produce an entire stalk. This is a type of
metamorphosis. At the precise moment that it is virtually
nothing, it immediately takes shape.

o “How long will You hide
’55 Your countenance from me?”

At this point, I would like to consider with our royal
audience several points that deserve further scrutiny. Now,
we have learned an important principle in the Mishnah (Avos
'6, 11): "r7135% KUR IR92 KD mYW3 A"3PR N3 AR Ya"—everything
that HKB"H created in His world, He created solely for His
honor. That being the case, why did HKB"H create the world in
such a way that nothing can be renewed or revitalized without

first undergoing a process of void and nullification? How does
this enhance His honor?

To explain the matter, we will refer to an explanation from
the great Rabbi Yisrael of Ruzhin, zy”a, regarding the following
statement from David HaMelech (Tehillim 13, 2): w*nen mx 23"
"URI3 MEY IPUN MK TY R s nx—how long will You hide
Youx countenance from me? How long will I continue to

,

seek counsel within my own spirit? He explains that David
HaMelech wished to teach us a vital lesson regarding our
emunah and trust in Hashem. When a Jew wants to receive
salvation from Hashem, he must first understand that he is
totally helpless on his own; his salvation depends solely on
Hashem. As long as he believes that he has a solution of his
own, his emunah and trust in Hashem are lacking.

So, David HaMelech asks: How long will You continue to

conceal Your presence from Me? He answers: S0 longas!delude
myself into thinking that [ am capable of resolving dilemmas

with my own counsel and devices, the "hester panim”’—divine
concealment—will continue; however, as soon as [ recognize
with certainty that I in fact lack any such wisdom or ability, the
“hester panim” will cease, and Hashem’s salvation will arrive
instantaneously.

Thus, it appears that this explains why HKB"H created
the world such that every renewal—situation of "w»-must

%be preceded by a state of void and nullification—situation of
i, It is because such a difficult transformation causes man

to understand that he does not have the wisdom or resources

to emerge from the darkness and void alone without Hashem’s
assistance. As soon as he says to himself: “How long will I

continue to seek counsel within my own spirit?"—he will

succeed in emerging from the void to a statb of renewal.
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This vital lesson is intimately related to the avodah of tl;e
month of 5198, whose name is formed by the two spellings of
the word “lo”--x"y and v%. As we have explained, itis incumbent
upon us to achieve a state of nothingness through the midah of
pumility; we must acknowledge that due to our behavior, we
are the embodiment of "my 1k ¥—we do not truly deserve A
to be His people. Yet, with this acknowledgment, we are able <,
to renew ourselves through total teshuvah and reclaim the
status of "my 1K 15, In this merit, we will finally deserve to
be redeemed from the trials and tribulations of galus; as we've
learned, galus is the void and nothingness that must precede

the flourishing growth of the future geulah—swiftly, in our
times! Amen.




